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Rapid Preparation and Mechanical Properties of Polyacrylic Acid Conductive
Hydrogel
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DUAN Junxin, LI Xi'
College of Chemistry, Chemical Engineering and Life Sciences, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, Hubei, China

Abstract: To meet the demand of flexible electronics for hydrogels with high conductivity and mechanical toughness, an efficient redox
initiation system using L-ascorbic acid (I.aa) and ammonium persulfate (APS) was employed. Through the synergistic effect of the
coordination effect of Zr'" and the Hofmeister effect of (NH,),SO,, tough conductive PAA hydrogels were rapidly prepared in a one-
step process. The gelation time is only 100 s. The effects of Zr*" amount and (NH,),SO, concentration on the hydrogel’s properties
are systematically investigated. The PAA hydrogels prepared under optimized conditions exhibit an excellent comprehensive performance:
they have outstanding mechanical properties with a stress of up to 2.72 MPa and a strain of up to 1 429.7%; meanwhile, they possess
an ionic conductivity of 73.46 mS/cm; in addition, they also exhibit excellent fatigue resistance and shape recovery ability. Due to these
properties, the conductive hydrogel holds great promise for applications in flexible energy storage devices, flexible wearable sensors,
soft robotic actuations, and biomedical monitoring.
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(a) Photographs of gelation behavior of precursor solution with different components (10 min);

(b) rheological testing of Laa-Zr*'~PAA~-(NH,),SO, hydrogel
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(a) Infrared spectra of Laa~-PAA-(NH,),SO, and Laa-Zr'" -PAA-(NH,),SO,; (b) O 1s and (c) Zr 3d XPS spectra of
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Fig.4 Mechanical properties of Laa-Zr*" (x)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2) hydrogel

(a)stress—strain curves; (b)stress variation; (¢)fracture elongation variation; (d)toughness variation; (e)load—unload curves; (f)energy dissipations

ok R e R T SR O AR L T R, TS T
SR A R R 1 R D AR T
2.3 (NH,),SO,iR & X3 7k 5% B A4 14 BE 1O 22 i

NH. 1 SO HAMmM/KERE S , X —fE S m]
LI 55 7K &8 i i) 2R A W Bk 5 K Z ) AR BLAE
WA il 55 W e 2 ) K A o BB R . X R
FXF IK B e 45 8 B9 52 e ML 8 R 8 Hofmeister 3¢
R, BRI, (NHL),S O, v B A5 Ak % 7K B e 1) BIL A 1
et & A B, K 5@ 0P, (NH,),SO,
AIETERE , Laa-Zr* " (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(0)#Y ¥ F1 Fl
B AL A 1.00 MPa #1 445.53 MJ/m*. i fin A
(NH.),SO, J , &E I 1 7 3 34 B4 7, o
Laa-Zr*" (5)-PAA~-(NH,),SO,(2) Y i F1 F1 490 14 43 51
BT 172% FM221% . X AR T EBLF SO 1
Hofmeister £ I , fe {5 7K & B I B T 5 22 (1) 5 /K 46
A HE L BEINT PN S P £ B, DA R T T K i Y r
A B o AR, (NH).SO B 1t R i, 2K e IR 3
W 4 T 9B Ak, 5 ST 2 AR 3 R B M B AR, Laa-
Zr(5)-PAA~(NH,),SO,(4) Y I 1 1) 4 551 ¢ [
% 1.35 MPa #1840. 31 MJ/m*™, & 5(c)(d)% 5 gt
— 3 F W, Laa-Zr' (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y)7K 5 Iz 2
R ENS ShE ReR VAN /3 R cilz

AN B IRT T (NH,),SO, 1 B 0 5E A 7R A 1

I 26 25 Mg A 52 o W & 6(2) BT 7R |, 6 4 TR) I R %5
#p, Laa—Zr'' (5)-PAA- (NH,),SO,(4) By 4 F1 AL
M Laa-Zr*" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,2) A& By 73% , %
W e v B2 (NHL),SO, £ 3F T 7K & i W 4 . &1 6(b)
SEM Kl i#t — 2 W, m W E (NH,),S O, il # 7Y Laa—
Zr' (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(4)%E i [ 2% FL A2 B /N F
Laa-Zr'" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2), H 4 K & #r
X ATREHSE T2, REE TR SRR TR,
I Ah DN BR 55 A 25 PR R B i IR R AE SRR
VA EI R o o A e R i R N T G B
AR
2.4 Laa-Zr*"-PAA-(NH,),SO,7k 5B 1 5 B 14 &t
BT R R KB I A i RE A R Y G B =
B ARG T Z2eClL A &R (NHL),SO, ¥ JE
X} Laa-Zr'" (x)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y) & T L T R iy
M, B 7(a) () BT R, Laa—Zr'' (x) -PAA-
(NH,),SO.(2)f Nyquist il £& 7 Z'%h & 8 5 ( BP %E i
M R)EDLELQAA, M LaaZr' (5)-PAA-
(NH,),SO,()AY R {H 3% (NH,),SO, ¥ B & mi 4 K, iX
&R Laa-Zr*" ()-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y)H H i # 3l
BT R R (NHL),SO, . MR B 7 L 5 R
WE 7o) AR, TTUER, & TSR E
Zrt P R B OK AR =50 B S ARGk



5553 FEUE g A SRR IR v K BB I Ay R ) 4 S L ALBR PE E 691

@ 30 ®) 1 600
=0 mol/L(NH,),SO,
o 25 =1 mol/L(NH,),SO,
E ==2 mol/L(NH,),SO,
< 20 =3 mol/L(NH,),SO,
2 ~—4 mol/L(NH,),S0,
£ 15F
2
% 1.0
H
05t )
0.0 le=—" L 1 1 1 1 1
0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 0 1 2 3 4
Tensile strain / % Concent of (NH,),SO, / (mol/L)
© 12 (d
0 mol/L(NH,),S0, 180
1.0} ==1 mol/L(NH,),SO, “2 160 I
£ —2 mol/L(NH,),SO, =
= (8} =3 mol/L(NH,),S0, =
2 ~—4 mol/L(NH,),SO, =
2 06 5
2 5
Z 04} g
2 g
02k 2
— a
0.0 1 1 1 1 0
0 200 400 600 800 0 1 2 3 4
Tensile strain / % Concent of (NH,),SO, / (mol/L)
E5 Laa—Zr* (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y)7K & i ML fiE
(a)BE J3-RiAE M2k s (D) B L s (o) mE-E a2k ; (d) R FETL
Fig. 5 Mechanical properties of Laa-Zr*"(5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y) hydrogel
(a)stress—strain curves; (b)toughness variation; (c)load-unload curves; (d)energy dissipation
a
(a) 9
8 -
7 -
% gk
o
~ 5 -
Qo
£t
i
2 -
1+
O 1
2 4

Concent of (NH,),SO, / (mol/L)

K6 Laa-Zr' (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,2)H Laa~Zr"" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(4)8 () BUAE fh (3 11 3o 2 56 27 11 ) F1 (h)SEM [

Fig.6 (a) Volume change of Laa~Zr*" (5)-PAA~

(NH,),S0,(2) and Laa-Zr*" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(4)

(inset shows corresponding optical images); (b) SEM images

FIWE(E 73. 46 mS/cm. X EH R BEE 2t H i3
AN EE R CU W 2 Rt T 20 A H
B Es B8l SR e (02 Ze 1 n
Bl — g BB X CU M A A A FH A Bl 2 3 58, R, 25
TSR T S B 7(d) R, B (NHL),SOL /Y
TR I B L R B S TR & (NHL).S O, i 7K
HEIE L U6 T (NH, ), SO, 75 7K EE i 1) 125+ % S v ke 31 5
BAE . B (NHL).SO, ¥ BE M 03 /i % 2 mol/L,
off i 36.62 mS/cm #£F+ % 73. 46 mS/cm, X & H
S B R B Y T RS Bl i NH I SOT B Kl ik 3
Z MR TR EE ) o B2 (NHL),SO, 3 4k 21

B, —Jr mE R T A BRSO, R T
B 3 A% R A, 53 — 77 1H Hofmeister 200 2 {2
S/ R S - AR T i - A T S
TR

#E— 2 T Laa-Zr' (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)
81 HAT AL Ak R e . W 8(a) R
2R T T 5 P A R I U B T (293~338 K) & L
A 3 1Y e e e WITRL B T AR TR A Wik B iz
B, AR HE T R AT B T S o X SR R
PRI, 15 3] an & 8(b)IF 7R 1Y Ino—1/ T 1) 54 & ih
g SREBRIZLEREHNRGFWLNE T H T



692 R 2 2 4 (B2 ) 724

@ ®) g

1% Zr*
51 —-3% Zr*" 0r
= 5% Z1* 60
4 7% Zr*"
~-9% Zr**
10 : -
08t )/
s g 06f i/
N 04r ¥/ B
b 02} !
00508 10 12 14 i
1 1 1 Z/Q 1

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
(© Z'1Q

~#-0 mol/L(NH,), SO,
-e-1 mol/L(NH,), SO, r
~#-2 mol/L(NH,), SO, L
=¥-3 mol/L(NH,), SO,
-4 mol/L(NH,), SO,
Sos| -
K 06f /
ds T2 TI e 15 20 B
. Ly

é 3 4 5 6 0 1 2 3 4
Z'/Q Concent of (NH,),SO, / (mol/L)
K7 Laa-Zr'' (x)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y) (a)(c)Nyquist 5 K (b)(d) & 7 Hi 5 R A8 4k
(a)(b): ZrClJH & HY5Z20 5 (e)(d): (NHL),SO, ¥ BE (14 52 i
Fig.7 (a)(c) Nyquist plots and (b)(d) ionic conductivity variations of Laa~Zr*" (x)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y)
(a)(b): effect of ZrCly content; (c)(d): effect of (NH4).SO4 content

W
(=]
T

-Z"/1Q
W
T
o/ (mS/cm)
S
S

N W
[
T

—_
(=]

S

—~
=

o

(=]

[
S O O
T

-Z"Q
o/ (mS/cm)

N W B W
(=)
T T

—_
(=]

(=]

@ 100 ® 46
" - asr
— []
_ T 44F
g o0y 3
% E 43t
= 40 ©
° = 421
20 4.1f
0 40 1 1 1 L 1
293 298 303 308 313 318 323 328 333 338 0.0029 0.0030 0.0031 0.0032 0.0033 0.003 4
T/K 77K
(c) (d)
T e e ——
= g0t
=1
S
£ 60f
2
8
£ 401
£
=
O 20}
1 1 1 1 1

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Time /h
K8 ARRET Laa-Zr' (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)f) (a) 8§ 7 HL S AL 5 (b)ino -1/ TAE i £k 5
Laa-Zr'" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)i1 (c 15 H & T 19 B it £ B 3 1 (d) e HL 2 B
Fig. 8 (a) Ionic conductivity and (b) Ing=1/T curves for Laa-Zr*"(5)-PAA~(NH,),SO,(2) at various temperatures;
(¢) current retention under constant voltage and (d) photograph of conductivity for Laa-Zr*" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)



£ 53]

P lg e A SRR R 5 v UK BB M 14 DT ) 6 M BB A BE 693

SIGALRE E. M 4. 29 kI/mol, 7 B B 178 5 e 9 45 o
HEAT 32 By AT v IR A /NI R &2 HLAT A 1 S
1 Sl FE ) 3 2 PAA S5 K BRI DL NH,
FSOL 32 2 A 244, AT DLW /K & 38 3 PR i
%, [ EE Zo' 76 e A — i 15 1 57 v 47 252 B 0 R 4 AR
CL, I8 Um0 85 Wk B2 I 3l , v NHL FiL SO 1Y
F2 T HL 5 2 B T AR Y B R A A, DI R
T8 FiEBImLEE", A, £ 0.7 VIEHILE T
X 1% K B B HEAT TR I . an i 8(o) TR L 7E
22 60 h Y, HL U DR 5 B8R BB W A
W, U AR — B PR E KO 3R BB I
HL A 5T EL AT O S 0 B T AR M R R A 2 i AP
& 8(d) iR , Laa—Zr'" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)fiE 9 1E
FE T SRR E) LED 4T &t .
2i FTR , Laa-Zr' ()-PAA-(NH,),SO,(y)i) /1
S B RS T L SR A2 7t R FT(NHL),S O, 7 i 3t
g8 45, Hof Laa—Zr' " (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2) AL H

A5 BB BE L b BAT fe e B 7L SR
(a)
QMWWWUM pu:uii.‘i}.'.‘ i
J5lh
é £ i Hi"“””‘l“lw“iiﬂlrgH'Wy? —
145

B

- '
I
iem 2 3

E9 Laa—Zr' (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,2)i ()] 45 .
AR Y (o) RE R A AR 1k, (d
Fig. 9

L PRI R 400 g f#ERS I % B, (b) A [ Bz
)400 %6 NEAE T 19 10 N 48— 1) 2476 21
(a) Optical photographs of knotting, twisting, stretching, and bearing a 400 g weight, (b) load-unload curves under different

)300 %6 FiI(

2.5 Laa-Zr"(5)-PAA-(NH,),SO.(2)HI ¥l 4 #a & 14

K 9(a) i Laa—Zr'" (5)-PAA-(NH,),S0,(2) & %
I (FT 45 HLEE ) B F 7K 8 400 g B4 A,
RO T ORI, /T TR 5.

— LR T Laa—zr“ (5)-PAA-(NH,),S0,(2)

B2 FPE, I 9 ()T 7R o 4 1 A8 b F 300 %6~
400% X [H] , (%Elﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ JR WA R AR T N
e TR RN 5 24 1 A8 HE et 500 %6 B K R Je A [ 3 I
B[R] I HRE AL AR B A 7. 54 MI/m® K g g &
289.23 MJ/m’, X & H T AE Wk b i A8 e o # v,
BN HR CRE IR 2o 5 R R AR I T 7 5 ) 23 3%
A B o B A BE AR SRR EOPL A 2E 1T BN
73 - Iz A% ity 2k 9 i TR] A T AR E R AR 0 T i
/M N

& 9(d)(e)>h Laa—Zr"" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2) 1
B S5 PERESS . Laa—Zr* (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)
FE 300%6 F1400 %6 1 R A8 T 48 10 W 3% 22 Jin 2% - 5 2%
62 J5 A IR R Bk A BT R B L= 1
PUIE 57 VA0 PR R SRR T

® 6 ~©

& 1af —300% "E 300f

S 5l —400% S 250}

S 10} —300% < 200}

£ gl —800% / B

2080 Jooow g =0

2 o4l g 100

£ 02} & sof

S 0.0 2 ole=s T B

0200 400 600 800 1000 & 300 400 500 800 1000

d Tensile strain / % Tensile strain / %
g o
%‘3 0.25[300%- 1 107K £ 0351 400%-1FFR 101
<020} < 030t

2 el 2 025
o 0.10F o 0.15F
Z 0.0s| 2010
S . 5 oost

100 200 300 400
Tensile strain / %

AR I ) 28 Hh £ AN

ERREEFEE 0.007
Tensile strain / %

strains and corresponding (c)energy dissipation variations, (d) 10 load—unload cycles at 300% strain

and (e) 400% strain of Laa—Zr*"(5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)

W Ah A SOk R G5 T B 80 K i ik E X
Laa—Zr*" (5)-PAA-(NH,),SO,(2)#E g 11 24471 I 0 52
M o & 10(a) By 7, %) W 4% Y Laa-Zr' (5)-PAA-
(NH,),SO,(2) 7 Hy B i #F 17 B 31 0. 5 mm (1% 5 1 24
DAL PR S B R 1429, 7% BEE 1062, 2%,
T 114 JE J2 ié%ﬂﬂi& RPN R ELLT
é@%ﬂxmmm@ﬁm L ) W7 24 BE i — 2B B TE T

X451 . i 10( )Fﬁ/T T %4 50 BE B 1 W 24 e

(1 430.2 MI/m’) it & T A 2 8009 #E e (449.5
MJ/m?®) , 2% BHE G 11 285 ) s P ) il 2k 130 G B
YEH o Sk i — 25 45 58 b4 RE X R B 1) B X AN
[F) 90 ) ke 11 56 B 9 PAA BE S AT 2= K. an A

10(c) R (d) T 7, Bifl % e 1 5% B A 1/12 34 & 1/2,
T e 11 DT 264 7 75 RN T 24 BE R P T R
M INEECAn 1/ 12 SR ), A RHT RE 4 47 AH X 5
o A SR I 2 B 1 4G K 1/ 2 58 A LU



694 BB A 2 4 (A i) 924
@) ®) 1 600
3.0 — LA _
B ﬁ%éﬁ mE 1400 |-
251 = L
g = 1200
S20F <1000
g & 800 |-
%150 g
= o600t
5 LOF E T
2 g 40f
0.5 =200}
0.0 : 1 L | 0 I
0 400 800 1200 1600 s e
s % 0, o+
(©) 020 Tensile strain / % @ 70 g
018+ —1/121;)_
L 1695 S
g 016F _ ja5epr ,// £
= 014F 1255 ’ =
o 012 ~ I
£ 010 8
|77} Q
2 008 5
Z0.06 2
& 004 g
0.02 = z 2
000 1 1 1 0 1 1 1
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 VI2BERE  16TE% 13568 1295
Tensile strain / % ThEhl 1
E 10 A I REE00) PAA BERE WY () - 722 [ 2 F0 (b)) 24 58 X L 5 3 i AS [ ke 1 58 B 1
PAA BERE W ()N 7 - Rz 28 il 28 70 (d) Wy 24 e X Eb

Fig. 10

(a) Stress—strain curves and (b) fracture energy of PAA hydrogels with/without cracks; (c) stress—strain curves

and (d) fracture energy of PAA hydrogels with different pre—cut notch widths
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Table 1 Comparison of properties between Laa-Zr**(5)-PAA-(NH,),S0,(2) and conductive hydrogels reported in the literature
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